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On August 1, Matt Tomlinson celebrated his 10th Anniversary with Gay and 
Neel, Inc. We surprised him with a lunch which his Mom and sister were 
able to attend, along with some special guests (Company founder Michael 
Gay, and some past employees). After 10 years of hard work, we rewarded 
Matt with some time off - and a 5 day pass to Floyd Fest! Matt answered 
some questions for us about his 10 years at GNI. 

Do you remember the reason you decided to come to work at GNI?
I remember seeing an ad on Virginia Tech’s civil engineering job listing 
website for GNI. I had just graduated and had no experience in my field so I 
was looking for something entry-level which is how the job was advertised. 

I had applied a few other places at the time, including VDOT, but GNI was the first place that contacted me for an 
interview. I remember going to meet Michael in the Roanoke office and immediately feeling overdressed. I was 
wearing a full suit and tie and he was wearing cargo shorts and an old GNI polo. The interview was probably one 
of the most relaxed interviews I’ve ever experienced. He told me a lot about the company culture and the position 
and had none of the clichéd interview questions like “What would you say is your biggest weakness?” I remember 
thinking that if they offered me a position I would take it just from the good feeling I got from the interview, as well 
as how close to home the office was located. Sure enough he called me either later that day or the next day to offer 
me a position.

Remember your first day at GNI? Tell us one thing you remember about that day that really 
stands out to you. 
I don’t remember a lot about my first day, but I do remember immediately jumping into 
addressing comments we received on a parking lot job in Norfolk. I remember I had to 
relocate a parking lot island and it took me half the day to do it, something that would take 
me all of 5 minutes now. 

What has been your favorite day at GNI so far? 
From a personal standpoint, I always enjoy GNI Bowling Day. It’s such a fun event and 
we get to see some of our former colleagues who come out for the festivities. From a 
professional standpoint, I would have to say the completion of the Blacksburg High School 
project. I can’t recall the specific day, but that project will always be a special one due to the sheer magnitude of it 
and how well I think it turned out. It was overall a great experience from start to finish, one I had been involved in 
for several years, so to see it completed was quite a professional milestone.

Why have you decided to stay at GNI for 10 years? 
It’s mainly the people and the company culture that has kept me here this long. 
Peace of mind means a lot to me, and it’s something GNI provides that I wouldn’t 
necessarily be guaranteed if I went to another company. I really enjoy the people here 
and we get to work on quite diverse projects in both the public and private sector. The 
industry itself can certainly be frustrating at times, but we have a familial atmosphere 
here that goes a long way in helping mitigate some of those frustrations.

Congratulations on 10 years with GNI, Matt!
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Kate joined GNI as an Administrative Assistant in September. Kate came to GNI because 
she felt like the environment was very warm and welcoming. Outside of work Kate 
enjoys running with her dog, Jack, teaching yoga, clogging, and spending time with her 
family. She is also a youth teacher at her church. Her future plans include growing her 
family with her husband, Brandon, and completely settling down in this area. 

Welcome to GNI, Kate!!

Welcome Kate Turner            

Congratulations to Gay and 
Neel, Inc.’s Fall 2017 Scholarship 
recipients: Landon Bell & Sam 
Kimzey. Landon Bell is currently 
attending Virginia Tech and 
majoring in Building Construction. 
Sam is attending Bluefield 
College.

Welcome Michael Gay           
Michael Gay returned to Gay and Neel, Inc. (the company he founded in 1992) in November. 
We are so excited to welcome him back! Michael decided to come back to GNI because he 
says the timing was right. He had heard through the grapevine that we were looking for an 
experienced project manager. He had been doing some engineering on his own in Dublin 
and the workload was picking up so much so that he had to turn work away, which he 
doesn’t like to do. He wasn’t excited about hiring people, so coming back felt right. I asked 
Michael to share a few things about himself. 

I continue to go sailing as often as possible. For the last few years I have been “crew” on 
several private boats in the Chesapeake Bay and offshore along the Atlantic Coast. Although 
sailing is my biggest passion, I have also gotten involved playing music with several different 
groups of people in the New River Valley. Over the past 6 years I have pretty much put 

down the guitar and mandolin and now concentrate on upright bass, playing a wide variety of musical styles. As far 
as family, all I really want to talk about these days are my two granddaughters – Leila and Eliana. They are 3 and 5 
years old and I miss them dearly. They live too far away to visit as often as I’d like, so my wife and I mostly sit around 
in the evenings looking at pictures and laughing. On the home front, Kathy and I are trying to downsize. Step one 
being cleaning out the closets. We make weekly trips to Goodwill and the dump to get rid of many years worth of 
accumulated junk. BUT, the most immediate goal for the future is a trip to see Leila and Eliana!

I am truly focused on making a difference at GNI. I am getting my feet on the ground and look forward to working on 
some exciting projects. I am most impressed by the expertise of the Staff. The use of technology being used at GNI 
really appeals to my engineering curiosity. I am also glad to see that the Corporate Culture at GNI is progressive and 
family oriented.      Welcome back Michael!!

Fall Scholarship Recipients           
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Celebrating 25 Years at Gay and Neel, Inc.        

GNI Anniversaries

8/12	 Tim	Guthrie	 	 4	Years
8/19	 Shawn	Caldwell	 4	Years
9/3	 Mark	Lester	 	 4	Years
9/13	 Ralph	Clements	 18	Years
9/27	 Dale	Stephens	 	 16	Years

2017 marked GNI’s 25th year in business so of course we wanted to celebrate! 

Thank you to everyone who came out to celebrate with us! We had a great time and hope you did too. Special thanks 
to Sundays with Desi for the live music, Hethwood Market for the wonderful food, Southbound BBQ & Sweets, LLC 
for the delicious cupcakes, and Whitescarver Photography, LLC for taking some wonderful photos. We look forward 
to many more years.



GNI Employee Newsletter                                                            August-December 2017

4

Here are the steps to making your PDF’s a little quicker to 
respond/open, and the steps to flatten your PDF.

Step 1 : EPDFSHX : This variable needs to be set to “0”, 
otherwise all text will show up as markups in your PDF. 
Just type, EPDFSHX at the command prompt in Civil 3D. 
It’ll come up with the current value, 1 or 0. Setup to 0 and 
move on.

Step 2 : Single Sheet Printing : Type Plot at the command 
line. Under Printer/plotter, hit the drop down and 
select “AutoCAD PDF (General Documentation)”.  Click 
Properties. With the next box, select the Device and 
Document Settings tab, click Custom Properties, then click 
on the Custom Properties button.

 Make the next box look like this :

 
Once you have done all the changes, hit okay, to finish out. At the plot box, you can just hit Cancel. You’ve made the 
changes to the PC3 file and those were already saved.
These changes should reduce the file size of your pdf’s greatly and not put a lot of useless info in them as well.

Step 3: Making changes to your Publish command.
Open up your sheet set, and select Publish Dialog Box. Here’s what mine looks like :

Click on Sheet Set Publish Options to the right. There you will get a box similar to what you had on the Plot Box. 
Change it to look the same if need be.

Step 4: Flattening the PDF: We are going to make it standard practice to flatten ALL pdf’s. This is to protect us. 
Flattening the pdf should keep someone from outside the office from editing the pdf and then printing a changed 
document. There are no perfect fail-safes to prevent something like that from happening. If someone really wants to 
change it they will find a way. We should do what we can to prevent ourselves from falling victim to that. 

Doing a little digging I found a Bluebeam keyboard command for flattening and saving a pdf in one stroke: Ctrl + Alt 
+ F. 

PDF Settings Within Civil 3D               submitted by Shawn Caldwell
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What’s Happening around GNI          

GNI Anniversaries

8/12	 Tim	Guthrie	 	 4	Years
8/19	 Shawn	Caldwell	 4	Years
9/3	 Mark	Lester	 	 4	Years
9/13	 Ralph	Clements	 18	Years
9/27	 Dale	Stephens	 	 16	Years

Touch a Truck
The NRVHBA held its annual Touch 
a Truck at the NRV Mall this August. 
Thank you to Mark, Josh, and Matt 
M. for helping out! 

GNI Breakfast
We held our annual employee breakfast in 
September. It was a big hit! Thanks to our master 
chefs Craig, Mark and Stephanie for all their hard 
work! 

GNI Book Club
There is still time to join the next book club! We will be reading 
Switch: How to Change Things When Change Is Hard by Chip Heath, 
Dan Heath. If you’d like to join, just let Stephanie know so she can 
order a book for you. Our past books include: Good to Great by Jim 
Collins and EntreLeadership by Dave Ramsey.

Blood Drive
In October we held a blood drive with Virginia Blood Services. We were able to get 32 donations!

CHS Job Fair
Matt and Mark attended a job fair 
at Christiansburg High School in 
October educating students about 
the Surveying and Engineering 
profession.

Eclipse Fun
GNI had a great time 
watching the eclipse! 
We even enjoyed some 
capri sun and cosmic 
brownies!
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What’s Happening around GNI          

GNI Anniversaries

8/12	 Tim	Guthrie	 	 4	Years
8/19	 Shawn	Caldwell	 4	Years
9/3	 Mark	Lester	 	 4	Years
9/13	 Ralph	Clements	 18	Years
9/27	 Dale	Stephens	 	 16	Years

Pumpkin Carving Time!
We held our annual pumpkin carving contest back in October. 
Our first place winner was Liz, coming in a close second was 
Josh MacDonald, and Kevin Dickerson was our 3rd place winner. 
Congrats to all our winners and thank you to everyone who 
participated. Special thanks to our judges: Hansen Ball of New 
River Computing, Heather Conner with NRVHBA, and Nora 
Tucker!

Halloween at GNI
There were several interesting 
characters roaming the halls of GNI 
this year. Go ahead and start thinking 
about what you will dress as next 
year! 

Estate Planning
Jaime Rebkovich, Attorney with 
Montgomery Law Office came 
to speak with us about Estate 
Planning (wills, trusts, etc.). Tommy’s Back!!

He’s back guys! Can’t wait 
to see what mischief Tommy 
the office elf will get into this 
year!

Tim’s New Office?
We all know Tim is a hard worker. 
He can work from anywhere. Even 
the floor of the plotter room. 

Dare to Care
GNI adopted a portion of Radford 
Street several years ago to spruce 
up every 3 months with the 
Dare to Care Program with the 
Christiansburg Recreation Center. 
We had a great turnout this time 
and collected a lot of trash!

Flu Shots!
CVS Pharmacy stopped by back 
in October to help protect our 
employees from the winter flu 
season.



12/5-12/8	 Montgomery	County	Christmas	Store	Volunteering
	 	 Thank	you	to	those	employees	who	have	signed	up	to	volunteer	their	time	this	week!	
12/18	 	 GNI	Christmas	Potluck	Lunch	12pm
	 	 Sign	up	to	bring	your	favorite	dish	to	share!	Then	stay	to	help	us	wrap	gifts	for	the	residents	at		
	 	 English	Meadows	Senior	Living	Community.
12/22	 	 Help	us	deliver	gifts	to	the	residents	at	English	Meadows	Senior	Living	Community.
12/25-26	 GNI	Closed	for	Christmas	Holiday
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What’s Happening around GNI          
Back to School Time
We are always excited to see back to school pictures! Here are some of our GNI kids that went back to school this 
fall. 

Allyson, Sarah’s 
daughter started 

3rd grade at Falling 
Branch. 

Sarah’s son, Tyler, 
started his first 

year at CMS. 

John’s daughter, 
Abby, started 4th 

grade at CES.

Hayden, Matt M.’s 
son, started 8th 
grade at CMS.

Matt M.’s daughter 
Holleigh started 

6th grade at CMS. 

Julianne, Ralph’s 
daughter started 
her first year at 

CHS. 

Landon, 
Stephanie’s son, 
started his first 

year at VT.

Mark’s daughter, 
Annah started her 
3rd year at VT. She 

will graduate in 
May. 

Abi, Mark’s 
daughter, started 
her 2nd year at 

JMU.

Happy Birthday!
8/24	 Matt	Tomlinson
10/18	 Trevor	Kimzey
11/1	 Craig	Linkous
12/22	 Kate	Turner

GNI Anniversaries
8/12	 Tim	Guthrie	 	 4	Years
8/19	 Shawn	Caldwell	 4	Years
9/3	 Mark	Lester	 	 4	Years
9/13	 Ralph	Clements	 18	Years
9/27	 Dale	Stephens	 	 16	Years
11/10	 Trevor	Kimzey	 	 9	Years
11/15	 Craig	Linkous	 	 13	Years

Dates to Remember            


