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This year’s convention was held at the Hyatt Regency-Dulles in Herndon, Virginia. I was there for 
the entire duration of the convention. 

On Thursday, January 26th, I attended the VAS Board of Director’s meeting, as that is one of my 
duties as Chapter President. I was asked to brief the Board members on the recent developments 
that have taken place here in the Western Chapter involving Survey Workforce Development. Those 
meetings typically last a minimum of 4 hours and this one was no different. We did finish up just 
shy of 5 hours and still made it to lunch in time! After lunch, I visited the exhibit hall where several 
vendors had their booths and equipment setup. I also had a nice conversation with Kate Nosbisch, 
the Executive Director of the APELSCIDLA Board. I am coordinating with Kate to hopefully speak at 
one of our Chapter meetings and also conduct a lunch-n-learn here at GNI.  Later in the afternoon, 

I attended a meeting about the National Spatial Reference System (NSRS) 2022 Datum change led by David Doyle, 
who for many years was the chief Geodesist at the National Geodetic Survey (NGS). David is an incredibly smart man 
with what seems to be an infinite knowledge regarding geodesy. A few years ago, I attended an 8 hour seminar on 
this very subject and David was the presenter. He could have easily gone on for another 8 hours and then some! 
Immediately after that meeting, I was in yet another meeting. This time it was for the 2017 Chapter Presidents. 

Friday, January 27th, Ralph, Dale and I all attended an 8 hour seminar that was broken into two parts. The first session 
was entitled “Re-Engineering Surveyors and Their Businesses” and 
the second session was entitled “Continuous Quality Improvement 
in Surveying”. Both sessions were presented by Joe Paiva, PhD, PS, 
PE. Joe is the principal of GeoLearn, LLC, which provides online 
continuing education seminars for land surveyors. Friday evening, 
I attended the banquet dinner and awards ceremony. Our keynote 
speaker was the Honorable William Stanley, Virginia State Senate. 
Gay and Neel, Inc. brought home two awards in the plat contest. 
We won first place in the Miscellaneous Maps category for a 
drawing showing steel set locations in the Montgomery Tunnel for 
the clearance improvement project. We also won second place in 
the Subdivision Plat category for the 5 lot subdivision for Cambria 
Crossing, Phase IV. I accepted these awards on Ralph’s behalf.

Saturday, January 28th, I attended the General Membership Meeting where we had several reports presented and 
we got to vote on four matters affecting the VAS. One matter that’s always addressed at the General Membership 
Meeting is the reading of memorials for VAS members that passed on over the last year. This past year we said 
goodbye to Judy Hite who served as VAS Executive Director for a whopping 34 years! Judy is missed by everyone that 
knew her. Judy should rest easy knowing the VAS is in good hands with John Palatiello and his firm managing our 
association now. The VAS is entering a new regime and this year’s slate of both State and Chapter officers is some of 
the youngest in recent history. I’m proud to be a part of that.

I want to say a big thank you to GNI for allowing me to serve as an officer for our local chapter and represent this 
half of the state at our Board of Director’s meetings. Serving as Chapter President is challenging, stressful, time 
consuming, rewarding and empowering. I thoroughly enjoyed this year’s convention, having had the opportunity 
to meet several new people and further develop existing relationships I have with other surveyors throughout the 
state.
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2017 GNI Souper Bowl Contest          

Congrats Mark! 
Mark Lester was our big winner 
this year! Thanks to everyone 
who participated and brought in 
a soup. 

2/14 Happy Valentine’s Day!

2/20 President’s Day

Happy Birthday!

2/14	 Tim	Guthrie
2/16	 Dan	Peets
2/26	 Sarah	Weir
3/5	 Kristin	Stump

Dates to Remember        	 	 	 	

GNI Anniversaries

2/25	 Kevin	Dickerson	 17	Years
2/25	 Kevin	Conner	 	 15	Years

Mark’s Chicken Bean Soup

Ingredients
• 3-4 chicken breast
• 1 packet ranch dressing mix
• 1 packet taco seasoning mix (I like spicy hot)
• 1 medium onion - diced
• 1 can diced tomatoes
• 1 can black beans
• 1 can cannelli (or any white bean)
• 1 can kidney beans
• 1 can vegetarian baked beans
• 1 can kernel corn

Directions
1. Add all ingredients to crock pot and cook on high for 4 hours. (Canned items 
undrained)

2. After cooking remove chicken shred it and mix it back in, cook on low for 
another 2 hours.

Nutella Day Goodies            

Huge thanks to Stephanie for providing us 
with this year’s Nutella Day goodies! 

(Click on the name of the treat to go the recipe!)

Nutella Swirled Cheesecake Bars

No-Bake Nutella Oatmeal Cookies (Preacher Cookies)

Nutella Fudge

Nutella Brownies

https://www.pillsbury.com/recipes/nutella-swirled-cheesecake-bars/692a5afa-4716-4104-933a-c5f57c49f8c3
https://www.pillsbury.com/recipes/no-bake-nutella-oatmeal-cookies/b4c14d6f-3e9e-4696-8a31-5d3c5505007d?p=1
http://keeprecipes.com/recipe/howtocook/incredible-nutella-fudge
http://www.food.com/recipe/nutella-brownies-507272

