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September-October 2018

GNI Employee Newsletter
Exceptional Design for a Better Community

10/5  NRVAR Affiliate Tradeshow
10/16  Boss’ Day
10/16  GNI Group Picture  10am
10/16  Dare to Care 4pm
10/18-20 Rural Planning Caucas at Mountain Lake
10/23  VT Career Fair
10/24  Pumpkin Carving Contest  12pm
10/31  Happy Halloween!
 

Happy Birthday!
10/13 Steven Beard
10/18 Trevor Kimzey

GNI Anniversaries
9/11 Kate Turner  1 Year
9/13 Ralph Clements 19 Years

Dates to Remember           

Welcome GNI Babies!!             

We surprised Matt & Josh with 
a baby shower to welcome 
their new little ones. 

Congratulations to proud parents 
Matt and Chrisha. Lillian Meadow 
was born at 1:30 a.m. September 
22 weighing in at 7 lbs 10.8 ounces 
and 20 inches long. She has blonde 
hair and blue eyes.

Congratulations to proud parents Josh & 
Stefanie. Caroline Marie was born at 8:22 
pm on September 26. She weighed 10 lbs 14 
ounces and was 21.25 inches long. 

We are having our annual Pumpkin 
Carving Contest on Wed., October 24th 
at noon.  A sign-up sheet will be placed 
by the mailboxes closer to time. Be 

sure to sign-up so that we make sure we have enough 
pumpkins for everyone. Pumpkins will be judged 
based on creativity, quality and detail of the carving, 
& overall appeal. No outside stencils are allowed.  
The winner will receive 8 hours of PTO for full-time 
employees. Another prize will be determined for a 
part-timer if they win.
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Montgomery County Citizen’s Academy             submitted by Josh Maurer

I am currently attending the Citizens Academy, 
which is hosted once every two years by the Town of 
Christiansburg and Montgomery County. A class is held 
each week in various locations around Christiansburg. 
So far, I have been able to tour and learn about the 
Christiansburg Fire Department, Christiansburg Rescue 
Squad, and the Christiansburg Public Works Operation 
Center. The most interesting tour that I have been on so 
far has been Public Works. 

While on a tour of the facility, workers from the Street 
Maintenance Division demonstrated how they make 
pavement patches to existing asphalt and explained that 
they lay almost all asphalt in the town by hand since they 
do not have a paver. We also were able to speak to a few 
members of the Utilities Division. They had pipes and 
structures laid out to demonstrate how water is typically 

carried from the water mains to each house and how it enters into the sanitary sewer mains. They also did a few 
demonstrations of some very interesting technologies that the Town utilizes. The first demonstration was of the 
ROV that the Town drives through the underground storm and sanitary sewer networks to perform inspections and 
document any blockages or damage. The second demonstration was a technology that the Town has just recently 
gotten, SCADA software (Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition) to monitor the Town’s water and wastewater 
systems. The Town can remotely log into this program and can see live data to monitor the water level in each storage 
tank, check live water usage to any house or building in Town to help with billing and detecting water leaks, and 
monitor effluent from the wastewater treatment plant such as during large storm events.

Upcoming classes will include Law Enforcement, Waste Water, Planning and Zoning, Finance, and Parks & Recreation. 
I am most excited to learn more about the Planning, Zoning, Building, and Engineering division of the Town. I am 
eager to learn more about the processes of engineering on the Town’s side of things and to be able to see how it 
relates to the work we do at GNI.
 
 

SCADA software reporting effluent 
from wastewater treatment plant 
located along Crab Creek.
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Photos of the Month                

Congrats to Tim who 
celebrated his 5 year 
anniversary with GNI on 
8/12.

Congrats to Shawn who 
celebrated his 5 year 
anniversary with GNI on 
8/19.

Congrats to Mark who 
celebrated his 5 year 
anniversary (again!) with GNI 
on 9/3.

Who are these characters 
that showed up to the 
GNI Breakfast recently?

Thanks to Matt and Mark who 
helped out at this year’s Touch 
a Truck event at the New River 
Valley Mall. The event is hosted 
each year by the NRVHBA.

Zeke and his girlfriend 
Rachel completed the Town 
of Christiansburg’s 8 mile 
bridge challenge. 

Sept. 24th Kate attended the first ever 
goat yoga class offered by the Town of 
Christiansburg.  It was an hour long class 
outside on the lawn next to Town Hall.  
For the class to be considered “goat yoga”, 
goats join the class and roam around while 
the humans practice yoga.  In other goat 
yoga classes, the goats have been willing 
to jump on people’s backs during different 
poses.  The group of five goats that came 
for the fun were not as willing to be as 
interactive, as they were more interested 
in being fed.  This class did draw quite a few 
participants, but was still very fun with the 
limited space available.  The next classes 
offered will be Oct. 8th and 22nd from 
5:30-6:30pm.

In September we held our 
annual Employee Breakfast. 
Thanks to our master chefs - 
Craig, Mark, & Stephanie!
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Back to School Time                
We are always excited to see back to school pictures! Here are some of our GNI kids that went back to school this fall. 

Allyson, Sarah’s 
daughter, started 

4th grade at Falling 
Branch. 

Sarah’s son, Tyler, 
started 7th grade 

at CMS. 

John’s daughter, 
Abby, started 5th 

grade at CES.

Matt M.’s daughter 
Holleigh started 7th 

grade at CMS & his son 
Hayden is in 9th at CHS.

Julianne, Ralph’s 
daughter, started 

10th grade at CHS. 

Landon, 
Stephanie’s son, 

started his second 
year at VT.

Rachel, Trevor’s daughter, 
graduated from TESU with 
a BA in Humanities and will 
be studying abroad in Italy 

this Fall.

Sam, Trevor’s son, 
started his second year 

at Bluefield College.

Laura is Trevor’s 
daughter who is 
a Senior in High 
School this year.

Trevor’s 
daughter Abby 
is a freshman in 

high school.

Trevor’s son Ben 
is in 8th grade.

Trevor’s son 
Matt is in 6th 

grade.

Trevor’s 
daughter Anna is 

in 1st grade.

Trevor’s son 
Nate is in 

Preschool.


