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Summer 2019

GNI Employee Newsletter
Exceptional Design for a Better Community

10/14 Columbus Day

10/16 Boss’ Day

10/17 Dare to Care Cleanup 4pm

10/23 Pumpkin Carving Contest 12pm

10/31 Happy Halloween!

10/31 Costume Contest

11/5 Election Day

11/11 Veteran’s Day

Happy Birthday!
5/12 Kevin Dickerson
5/16 Stephanie Bell
6/3 Will Brockman
6/15 Shawn Caldwell
7/19 Abe Price
8/24 Matt Tomlinson
10/18 Trevor Kimzey
11/1 Craig Linkous

GNI Anniversaries
5/3 Stephanie Bell  24 Years
8/1 Matt Tomlinson 12 Years
8/12 Tim Guthrie  6 Years
8/19 Shawn Caldwell 6 Years
9/3 Mark Lester  6 Years
9/11 Kate Turner  2 Years
9/13 Ralph Clements 20 Years
11/7 Michael Gay  2 Years
11/10 Trevor Kimzey  11 Years

Dates to Remember           

Welcome Will Brockman           

Will Brockman joined our survey team in May as a Survey Field Technician. Will is a recent 
graduate of Virginia Tech. He graduated with a degree in Dairy Science Management. 

Will is excited to learn more about the surveying field. He enjoys hunting, fishing, sports, 
working on the farm with his Grandfather, and hanging with friends. He has 2 younger 
brothers and a beagle name Cheyenne. 

Welcome to GNI, Will! 
 

Welcome Hyun Noh               
Hyun Noh graduated from Virginia Tech in May of 2019 and joins our team as a Project 
Engineer. He wanted to stay in this area and wanted to learn more about land development 
so GNI is a great fit. He likes the family-like culture and the way people treat one another 
as more than a co-worker. Everyone is always happy to help! He also loves the casual 
desserts! 

All of Hyun’s family is currently in Korea, and he misses them a lot. He does have a kitten 
named May. Outside of work, Hyun plays the guitar and makes indie music. 

Welcome to GNI, Hyun! 
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Congratulations!              

Congratulations to Elizabeth 
Quesenberry for receiving 
the New River Community 
College 2019 Outstanding 
Student Engineering Design 
Technology award. 

Congrats to our survey team for 
winning First Place in this year’s 
Virginia Association of Surveyors 
Plat Contest in the Boundary/
Cadastral Maps category. Our plat 
was then sent on to the NSPS’ 
national competition and was 
awarded Third Place!

Please join us in congratulating our graduates! Elliott 
Delp graduated from Virginia Tech with a degree in Civil 
Engineering, Will Brockman graduated from Virginia Tech 
with a degree in Dairy Science Management, and Elizabeth 
Quesenberry graduated from NRCC with a degree in 
Engineering Design Technology.

Welcome Mark McVeigh             
Mark McVeigh recently joined our team as a Project Engineer. He is currently a civil 
engineering major at Virginia Tech and is scheduled to graduate in May of 2020. He 
graduated the Corps of Cadets in May, 2019. Mark is excited to put his studies to use in a 
real world environment. So far, GNI has been a great fit for Mark - everyone has been very 
welcoming and he is getting to do actual engineering tasks which he rarely gets to see in 
classes. Mark hopes to learn as much as he can about everything! He’s planning to take 
the FE exam in the spring and in May he commissions into the Air Force hopefully as a Civil 
Engineering Officer. Depending upon when his duty date is he may be moving around the 
world right away or sticking around the area for another year. 

When he’s not working or going to school, Mark loves hiking and camping. He’s a total 
outdoorsman and enjoys woodworking and building things. He also spends a lot of time 
helping his Dad rebuild houses. Mark is engaged to Lauren and they plan to be married in 
May 2020. 

Welcome to GNI, Mark! 

Laura Kimzey was the recipient of 
this year’s GNI scholarship. Laura 
is attending Bluefield College. 

Congrats to Kevin, Kate & Zeke 
for completing this year’s 8 mile 
bridge challenge! This event 
takes place every year on the 
Huckleberry Trail.

Kevin celebrated a big milestone 
birthday in May and we were happy 
to help him! 
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Celebrating 20 Years with Ralph Clements         
Ralph Clements celebrated his 20th anniversary with GNI on September 13. We had a 
lunch for him with his favorite foods from Country Kitchen, some cake, and gifted him a 
recorder to use for music. I asked Ralph about his past 20 years and here is what he had 
to say: 

1. Do you remember the reason you decided to come to work at GNI?
At the time (1999) the office was on North Franklin Street where my dad had operated 
his surveying business in the 1960’s through 1980’s, so it felt a lot like coming home to 
me.  

2. Do you remember your first day at GNI? 
Not completely but I remember Stephanie taking me around and introducing me to ev-
eryone, I guess there might have been around 10 employees or so at the time.  

3. What was the best day at GNI that you’ve had so far, when and why? 
September 13, 2019 when I was given that really nice recorder as a present for my 20th 
Anniversary. I am enjoying that very much (Thanks again!) but not as much as I would 

like, because I cannot spend hours with it every day. I mentioned it to a friend who knows me, music and the technology very 
well and he said “Oh, you’re gonna be married to that thing…”
A couple of other memorable things come to mind – Moving into this office building was a big deal, memorable, and everyone 
pitched in to paint it – for those who weren’t here or don’t remember, the basic color you see on the walls is, if I recall, “opal-
escent pearl”. And of course some of our former employees were very memorable –a lot of very good folks have worked here 
that it was a pleasure to be associated with. Likewise with our clients, some are quite the character and brighten your day to be 
around. 

4. How have things changed over the last 20 years? 
Of course, obviously, the technology has changed the way we do things greatly. For example I 
can’t really remember the last time I went to the courthouse to look up land records, we have 
not had to do that as a routine things for a decade or so, since they went on line. But for many 
years that was the very first step in starting a survey. Of course, now we have robotics and GPS 
real-time, people take so much of it for granted. Having all the high-tech tools may make it faster 
to do things but it doesn’t buy you any additional time to get things done. Automation can lead 
to a false sense of complacency that is a real danger and can lead to costly mistakes. Sort of like 
the people you hear about who drive off into rivers, or get lost in the wilderness, because their 
GPS unit said ‘turn right here’. Some person has to really understand the information all these 
instruments, “apps”, devices and displays are showing us.    
  
5. Why have you decided to stay at GNI for 20 years?
Everyone who works at GNI is fortunate to have a place like this to work I would say. That includes me. 

6. Any advice to the other folks here at GNI? 
My advice to others is be careful and don’t get in such a hurry that you make careless mistakes. That includes backing out of the 
parking spaces.   
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Events at GNI             

We had a great time at this year’s bowling party! Congrats to Trevor, Matt M., and Ralph who were the winning team this year. 
Congrats again to Trevor for getting the highest score. And a big congrats to Abe who is the new keeper of the golden bowling 
ball since he bowled the lowest overall score! 

Employees celebrated Cinco deMayo with a yummy lunch. 
Thanks to Stephanie and Kate for making all the delicious 
food! 

Leah Sterling retired in May. We sent her off into retirement with a big party at McClain’s. We celebrated her last day with a 
trip to El Bronco for her fave mexican treats. We’ll miss you Leah! Thanks for your many years with GNI! 

Unfortunately, Blake had to go back to school full time this fall 
and that meant he could not work with us anymore. So we sent 
him back to school with a cookie party! See you next summer, 
right? 

This summer’s cookout was lots of fun! We had great food, 
thanks to Stephanie, Craig, & Kate, and we also had our annual 
watermelon seed spitting contest & dessert competition! 
Tim was the big winner of the seed spitting contest with a 
distance of 23.2 ft.! Hyun was the big winner of the dessert 
contest with his Ho Dduk (Sweet Rice Pancake). Congrats to 
both winners! 
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Events at GNI (cont.)                 

GNI hosted a blood drive in September. We had 36 
presenting donors, and we able to collect 32 total 
units of blood! Thank you to everyone who gave blood 
and helped to make this blood drive a success! 

We had our annual employee breakfast in September. Eggs, pancakes, 
bacon, and more, yummy! Thanks to our chefs Stephanie, Craig and 
Mark. 

We recently hosted Levi, a 
student from Floyd County 
High School. Levi is interested 
in learning more about 
engineering and Liz, John, 
Trevor, and Matt T. took some 
time to tell him more about our 
field. 

Employees were able to get 
their flu shot right here at the 
office thanks to CVS! 

Back to School                  

Abi Lester (Mark’s 
daughter) is a senior at 

JMU. 

Ralph’s daughter 
Julianne is now in 11th 

grade at CHS. 

Trevor’s daughters: (from left 
to right) Abby (10th grade), 
Rachel, Laura (1st year at 

Bluefield College), Anna (2nd 
grade)

Trevor’s sons: (from left to 
right) Ben (8th grade), Sam 

(Senior at Bluefield College), 
Matt (6th grade)

Trevor’s son Nathan is 4 
and is in Preschool.

Matt M.’s kids: Holleigh is in 
8th grade at CMS & Hayden 

is in 10th at CHS.

Sarah’s son Tyler is in 8th 
grade at CMS. 

Sarah’s daughter Allyson 
is in 5th grade at Falling 

Branch Elementary.


